The Man Who Isn’t There:
The Curious Case of
Francis Hugh Snhow

MR. F. H. SNOW
well-known Adelaside business man,
whose death at the age of 75 years

occurred this morning.

William Morris Hughes
(National Library of Australia)

Francis Hugh Snow made a significant contribution to the
development of the Australian non-ferrous metals industry. His
Adelaide metal broking firm connected him to large German
companies through the sale of ores and copper products. Apart from
one matter, his life is largely unremembered. When the High Court of
Australia convicted Snow of allegedly trading with the enemy during
World War One, his business acumen, his international contacts and
his knowledge of the metals business were used to secure the Court’s
conviction.

But who was this threat to the nation’s security in a time of war?

This paper has two parts. The first attempts to reconstruct Snow’s
life and place his conviction in the broader context of Billy Hughes’
plan to destroy Germany’s dominance of the world metal market. The
second explores the difficulties involved in this task.
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